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Arthur J. Wenger

Barred Rock’ chickens. His
resourceful mind is indicated by
the poem in the lttomm
pxture, which was ssed
advertiving
One especially Interesting
crealion was the lock on his
chicken house door. Made of
woed, there were holes into
which te insert your fingers. By
manipulating small levers, the
latch could de operated. “‘Sol™
seemed to be about the only one
who could resember the right
combinatica,
His seed corn business was
‘cvﬂqwd dunng the days of
corn, but when
hytﬂd sced came into wse, he
also worked with it, often deing
his owa detasseling in the fields
Plymouth Rock chickens were
& popular breed with the farmers
and almost every farm had »
Nock. The Rocks were single-
combed birds. Mr. Wenger
woticed one of his chickens had o
‘rose” or double comb. Evidently
& mutation, or ‘sport’ & be
called k. From this one bird he
developed & strain that was
90% rose combed.

In addition 10 his seed corn
building he set wp a hatchery and
did much castom hatching
besides his own.

Later im Wfe he built a melasses
makieg plant. The mill for
crushing the cane was powered
by a steam engine and stcam
from the engine was piped into 8
long trough to boll or cook down
the julkce. It was a continoss
process, fresh juice pot in cse
end and the molasses drained
out at the other end

The Western Herald

March 18, 1880

We want and most bave &
Bank, a Mill, a Hotel, a Jewelry
and Muasic Seore, with teacher,
and, in fact, this Is the fimest
opening for sl kinds of
legitimate busicess

Parties wishing to invest
money in bulldings for rent
would @ well. a5 howses are
daily called for, but can’t be

supplied

For particulars, sddress the
Western Herald or J.F. White,
Seuth English.

One car-
rsed on in South F.qi-l was the
raising of canary birds by Mirs.
Gladys Sigafoose. She began by
keeping them (n ber home and in
1946 built & special house, 14
feet by 20 feet which would hold
2y many as 300 birds at one time
Most of the birds were sold to &
firm in Chicago.

Im replying to questions about
this activity we will quote from »
letler

In thinking of my birds, |
remember why | sodd them whes
1 $id. | would get up early In the
mornieg to get them boxed up,
then walk down 10 the depot
betore 7 o Alock 1o catch the carly

gor train. Then they took
the passenger traim off and put a
car on the freight tram. Then
they decided they would mot pick
wp cxpress that the freight could
o0t handle. So mo shippamg birde
out of South Eaglish. If you will
remember, Alta. you took my
birds %0 North Englsh for me.
Hip was sick at that time. North
English took them for & while,
but soon the only way they could
be shipped was by air. Viva
(Mrs. Lew Eock of Millersburg)
shipped a few hat way, but the
soon quit oo, That was the
foll of 1952, 1 -mjoyed the bieds
althoughk they were o lot of work.

This is Amos Weaver on a
machine which he designed and
constructed to cut the tops of the
corn stalks above the ears after
the ears matured. This practice
was to insure the standing of the
the stalk wntil harvesting after
the moisture contest had
lowered to a safe amount for
storage. With the lstroduction of
escchamical dryers, the develop-
ment of the “Topper' was

This piec was taken in the
Clark Weng. « field near the west
cdge of Somth English
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House is al the left of the picture.

April Tth, 1917, The old schosl
buiMing is still standing and the
Mest Market bullding has net

yet burmed, st the cast side of
Powell's Store.

This winter scone might be of the
enrly 1920°s
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This Is bow the town bosked from
School windows In the

the
enrdy 1
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by Lasry Spivey

My father and mother bought
the Noffsinger blacksmith shop
in the early 1920’s. Mt was a loag,
low, red, woodes bullding
located directly across the strect
from the presest Powell hard-
ware swte.

We were Tiving oo & farm west
of Jowa City at that time and

o

permutting. In the spring we
moved % a hosse in
southeast part of town which
hecame our permanent home.
Uad Bad experiences & o0
siroke on the farm and could not
stand the bot sun rays but could
withstand (he heat of the shop as

long as the sun &id not get o

him.
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think my sister Mildred peobably
carried 8 fow jugs too as she
would stop by the shop to sy
hello 10 Dad. As | recall | never
u.n.dh-emylhn.bul-.w
n his litthe brown jug.

As time moved on the
horscshocing moved into the

to have this work done.

1n the late 1930°s the Opend
House came up for sale and Dad
it and moved all

However,
made the greatest impressis
upon me was the small red onc

rues

5

with the pleasant aroma of burnt .

cak as the hot tire mim would
wach the wagon wheel while ¥
was being “shramk™’, the
pumgent smell of scorched hool
when touched with a het shoc
while being “fitted™, and the
machines, tools and animals an<
the mea who supported it
Most of all, you sce. was the
man who operated it. Dad vt
pood blacksmith material- !

1 inch tall, ing 2100 an
enough Scotch in Nm ©
temper » pioce of steel even i @

did mot want to be tempered.
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JPERA HOUSE

aliy Claypeol

following paper was
1 fur Freshosan English by
(laypool during the last
\s it comccrms one of
e local landmarks, and a5 she
fas done comsiderable rescach,
the  oditors hope i will be of
‘Merest (o the readers of the
Rocord

Listed in the bi y Mo
Fidna Brock, m&'&u
McGowan, Alice Sheibley and
Lottic Whate,

With permission of the author
the oditor would Bke to take a
small exception to the comclud-
paragraph. Especially at the
’:: outlining the moble arches

windows, the architecture of the
:‘lnn‘-ﬂw'hmy—d
ive.

ol yoar

On the main street of Sout

part in the lives of many peeple.
B may have brought tears.
sorrow, or gladness to mamy
hearts, Who knows? All thar this
younger generation knows is that
at one time it was the greatest
Opera House on the Rock Iiland
Railrcad between

best Opera House for many miles
sround. It was far ahead of ins
time. For example, in the main
room there was something new,
» slanted floor. This was snigoe
wnce all the community ceaters
around had level floors. With
this slanted floor even the people
in the back of the room could see

chairs.  Later these ralsed
platforms were removed making
mare room on lhe main lodge
Noor. Bessdes the asin bodge
room thete was 3 kicchen with
eosough dishes 0 serve two
hundred or three hundred
people. There were two small
reoms off the main Jodge room
for Rebekah and Odd Feliow
regalia. At fiest ingrain carpet
covered the floor, When these
wore out six 9 x 12 rugs were
purchased.
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actress whe played Violet in
“Clarence” was our own Mes.
Bernice Rows Harst.
Another annual event was the
high school commencement held
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There were three complete (o]
changes of setting; ome, an  Roland, “'Phantom Rider,™
outdeor scene and two for May Murray, “The
indoors. Of course these were  Storm,™ starring Lilllan Gish.
wsed for mamy purposcs: class Local talent played music for
plays. gradustion class picteres.  (he sound effects. Harley
minstrel shows, and other  Sufoose the violin, and
events. There were roll cortains  freme Flacky played the
that were pulled up and dows.  piano. There are a few rosidents
These were not like ours 10day  that recall some of the plays that
that slide back and forth. The  were given. Some of these were
curtains were mase 10 match (e “Eagt Lynn'" and “"Uncle Tom's
hree of scenery. Cabin.”" They recall how listhe
1 coubda’t leave the subject of vy was made to ascend into
description  without ing b in a cloud, and the scone
the various rooms. There were & of Fliza carrying ber son, Little
pumber of misceflancous dres-  Harry, across the Ohio River on
sing rooms on the sides of the  make-belicve ice flows,
stage, amd later some were Althdnnmm’w-
added in the rear. Of course the i the Opera wetil 1924
Jodge reoms were upstairs, and  whea the stage st the school
.mmmoﬂ‘mm house was ealarged. Many of
for the time. Along the full  thess plays were classics. Three
Jength of both sides of the main well-kmown plays were “Deacon
u,,.-mammmn.d Dubbs,” “Strong Heart,” an
N e wide cunourh 10f  indiam olay, and “Claresce.” by

starting out with 3 Grand March.

Whes the 044 Fellows
isbanded, the bulldiag was

This was really g 10 see
because these folks really knew
how to march! There would be a
big supper downstairs where
long tables were set up for the
people to be seated. There were
often from two hundred 10 three
hundred people at these

always & program wpstairs

reared in Wales and knew the art
of cooking lamb and mutton,
peepared the meat and it was
pronounced delicious. When the
0dd Fellows had their Grand
Opening, they put oo a full week
of eatertainment. The chief
attraction was the Crow Sisters
from What Cheer, lowa. The
Crow Sisters had & Dramatic
Company and were a very
famous act. When they were
advertised a crowd would be sare
1o antend.

sold. Later the Jodge was seld to
the Masonic and Eastern Star
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Jobn and Mag Coffman In » 1912

Sloan's garage bs driving » Bulch
across the river bridge. The
license says 1913,

Geldie Miller Is riding In this
Saxon roadster owned by
Howard White In 1919,

€ ha Huber and daughter Roe Cavectt lu o 1018 Bact



26.year-old car all the time- Heis

here with the car when
be was in North English the
other day. “"Hip'' says be put 3
new motor in the car and “‘she
rums like & dream.”* This was the
second model of the V-8 ever put
out by Ford, and he has no iea
how many sctual miles are on
this car, as he got it long after i
came from the factory.

Mr. Sigafoose began mechani:
cal work im a small building at his
grandparents home. He later
worked as 3 mechanic in Sloan’s
garage. In 1919 he moved with
his family to Millersburg where
he followed that trade. He
returned to South English i
1926 and was in the garage
business wntil retickng in the
middle 1950"s

RS .




L. J. Powells
Honored

L3 Powell, of South English,
:‘"‘ the homorcd geest ot &
‘Anguet given him foe his S0
Years of being in busivess in
South Enghish
® The cvemt was spoasored by
< Industrial Business Men's
Club and their wives. Mr. Powell
had been in continous hardware
and fumeral business in Sewth
English for S0 years
Approximately 65 persens
were in attendasce. including
Mr. and Mrs. L. Powell, Se.,
Mr. and Mrs. L. Powell. .,
Moo and Mes. John Powell, and
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Culp. The
tables were tasetfully arranged
n gold and white colors with
Noral com A
Waitresses were Disie Spivey.
Patricia  Garrett, Boasse Robi-
son, Patty Leesley and Aan
Chittick, who served the three
woarse dinner

Notman Walk served as
toastmaster for the eveming. The
myvecabion was given by Wayne
Edmundson. Others participat-
tng in the programs were »
review of the Powells starting in
busincas in South English, on
through the years to the present
fime. read by Mrs. Goldic Whike.

Remarks were made by
Howard Spivey, Howard R
lingor and Hamill Robison, Jr
Kespoascs of appreaation were
made by Mr. and M L)
Powell. Sr., and members of
thowr familics

A walnut plaque, with a gold
plate with the inscription
cograved on it “Honoring LJ.
Powell, who has completed S0
years as a local busincssman
This plague was presested him
by the South English business-
men. Norman Walk made the
presentation. Mrs. Powell was
prosented a  white  orchid

CUnage.

The mecting adjoursed by all
singing “"Blest Be the Tie That
Birds. "

On February 3, 1910, “LJ.
Powell and Company’” opened
for busincss in 3 building located
on the dirt strects of South
English. Fifty ycars laser, last
Friday evening, a group of abeat
sy people representing the
Busincssmen's Club, met in a
comfortable, modern diming
room of the school hoese, 1o give
testimony at & dinser
Mr.and Mrs. L), Powell for the
years of service they have gives
the community. Exemplifying
the progress through this era,
where once the teams and
wagons stood at the chain
hitching rackhs, awtomobiles
rolled in to parking places from

During
cvening much history was
' as neighbors and old

the prescatation of 3 beswtiful
engraved plaque. a3 gift from the
Businessmen’s Cleb 10 Mr. and
Mrs. Powell. They also received
letters and flowers from other
organizations and  distant-

Hertzler. She wa
Teum v employed in. the

teaching  successively at  the
Holsworth  scheol north of
Harper; the Van Auken and
Washingron schools  sowth of
South  English, Many of her
former students in the commun-
ity will attest to ber ability as an
educator.

LI s he allows his friends
10 call him, ot this time was
employed n the offices of a
manufactuning flem in  Soath
Bond, Indiana. Afier two and a*
half years of that work he
became dissatisficd and plasncd
10 go to the West coast. Although
bern in Ohio he grew up i
Tennessee where he knew Ida
and Truman Hertdder and Perry
Hhmser. Urged by his sister, he
decided to come te Sowuth
English. He arrived Apeil 30,
190, He was employed by
Wilford Ceok. at first as a farm
hand and then as a helper at
pump repair. The following
February he and Cook formed a
partnership that started Mr.
Powell om a business carcer that
has grown consistently through
the years,

Ida Hertler and L), were
marmed oa June 29, 1911,

The original business of pump
tepaic and bardware was in the
second building west of Robert's
Grocery corner. Buying out his
partner in a few years he moved
10 the larger building on the
corner. In 1919 Mre. Powell
purchased the Dave Coffman
Furnitere and Undertaking basi-
ness and moved o the present
location of the Powell store. He
was assisted for several years by
M beother Walter. In 1922 he
bocame a Boensed undertaker. In
1946, his son, Lewis, a practicing
mortician in Goshen, Indiana,
camc o assist his father, The
busincss has cxpanded mlo an
enterprise  that  requires the
assistance of the entire family,
with Funcral Homes or Furmitere
stores in Sowth English, Kes-
wick, Wellman, Keota and Neeth
English. The bearse first used
was horse-drawn. His fiest motor
vehicle was a Sayers and Scovell
purchased for S350, They now
operate two bearses and three
ambalances, Mr. and Mrs. O.A,
Brubaker manage the South
Engluh store and Mrs. Richard
Culp the South English Faneral
Home. Mrs. Russell Byers is in
charge of the Keswick store. Mr
and Mrs. LJ. Powell moved to
Wellman in 1946 after purchas-
ing the business there. The
Lewis Powell Jr., family have
lived in Keota since purchasing
the Funeral Home there in 1955,
John Powell does much of the
ambulance deiving.

Unassuming and conscien-
tious, the Powells begm their

The businessmen of Seath LJ. Powell for 50 yoars of
English bonered Mr. and M.  service In 1961.

Handling bottled gas has been business for o nmmber of years.
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July 14, 1938 - SETS UP
HONEY-EXTRACTING AP-
PARATUS

Virgil Weaver of Neosho,
Misscuri, has moved iato the
Horn and Clark building where
he has set up his apparatus for
extracting and straining hooey.
Mr. Weaver was originally from

pear Swux City, Jows, but

finding the winters too severe for

BRoOADYv/AY

This & & copy of the South

English town plat that was ssed

when gas loes were belng

placed.
different places around Parnell. expected 10 last until the first of

The strained honey is sealed in  August depending upon rainfall.

S-gallon cans and the first two
car loads will be shipped 06 ===~ —————
Kansas City. Mr. Weaver Dec. 1, 1938 . The Mobilgas
expects to run out sbout 4000 Station, formerly the D-X
pounds of homcy daily. The station, has been taken over by
honey being taken off mow is  Stanley Cox who will operate It,
from alsike, white clover and  handling Mobiloil Products. J.H.
gweet clover and is very clear and K.W. Hotchkiss are
and white. The honey flow is  ropainting the building.

S.E. Herald, August ), 199
The Farmer's Grain and
Lumber Company have
their graim clevator building wi
sheet metal. This s the talles
building in tows and was erecked
in 1915, The mew bright ol
draws attention. F E. Hawhiss of
Des Moines s doing the work.




